




What kind of Place is Ayabe?
Lovely Land and Lovable People
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The middle part of Kyoto Prefecture. 
It takes about one hour by train from Kyoto. 

347.1 square kilometers 
It belongs to the temperate zone. 
The average yearly temperature is 14.8 degrees Celsius. 
33,821 people in 2015
The working population of commerce 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　2,002 people (in 2014) 
The working population of industry 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　4,786 people (in 2014) 
The working population of agriculture
　　　　　　　　　　　　　2,914 people (in 2015)
August 1, 1950 
Zenya Yamazaki (as of 2017)
Jerusalem (Israel), Changshu (China)
Pine 
Japanese plum blossoms 
Grosbeak (Ikaru) 
Kyoto Prefectural Agricultural College
Ayabe Senior High School
Junior high schools   6 schools 
Elementary schools  10 schools 
Green tea 
Matsutake mushroom
Chestnut
Sweet fish (Ayu) 
Traditional Japanese hand-made paper
(Kurotani Washi) 
Yura River, Kambayashi River, Sai River, 
Isazu River, Yata River 
M.Tokin (871meters), Mt. Yoro (665meters), 
Mt. Misen(664 meters)

1. Outline of Ayabe City 

1) Fundamental Information of Ayabe City 

Location 

Total Area
Climate

Population
Working 
Population

Established
Mayor
Friendship Cities
City Tree
City Flower
City Bird 
Schools

Local Specialties 

 

Main Rivers

High mountains 



Ayabe City tourism Association
(The tourist information center) 

URL　https://www.ayabe-kankou.net/
11-4 Higashiishigatsubo Ekimaedori Ayabe-city,Kyoto
Tel：0773-42-9550

Ayabe City Tourism Association (map number　　) is located in front of the JR 
Ayabe Station. It has a lot of tourist information (tourist destinations, seasonal 
events, maps of Ayabe and so on).
If you would like to visit Ayabe or stay in Ayabe, we recommend you to contact 
Ayabe City Tourism Association. They will gladly advise you on your stay and trip 
in Ayabe. 

26
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Aya-chan
(Ayabe City Food Mascot)
Gender: Female
Physical Features：
Hat is a Tanba Chestnut
Hair clips are Umeboshi
(Pickled Japanese plums)  
Nose is a black soy bean 
Body is an eggplant 
She is holding Chestnut rice　
And she is sitting on a floor cushion with Ayu 
(Sweet fish) pattern.
These foods are the local specialties of Ayabe. 

Keshita-kun 
Keshita-kun is a grosbeak firefighter. 

The Grosbeak,“Ikaru” is the City Bird of 
Ayabe.

It was created 
by Ayabe City 
Fire Station to 
promote fire safety 
awareness.

Silk cocoons

Mayupii (Ayabe City Mascot)
Mayupii is a Cocoon Fairy that was born in Ayabe City in 1990.    
It was named after “Mayu” (silk cocoon ) and “pii” (peace) . 

The name was gathered from the students of elementary and 
junior high schools and was selected in 1990. 
The pattern on the flag is the “City Crest（or Symbol）of Ayabe” 
which represents the design of  “A - a” (Ayabe) and the shape of a 
pigeon (symbol of peace).
Mayupii works as the Ayabe City PR leader.
Its favorite phrase is “World peace”. 
You will find Mayupii in many places in Ayabe.

First,Ayabe City has three mascot characters,
“Mayupii”,“Aya-chan” and “Keshita-kun”.
These mascots represent our history, local products and a safe life from fire.

Mascot Characters of Ayabe City



Chestnuts

Japanese plum blossims

Tea garden

Ayabe’s local specialties and City Flower

Stationery made of “Washi”
(Japanese paper)
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Ayabe City is located in the middle part of Kyoto Prefecture and it takes about one 
hour from Kyoto by the JR railway (San-in Line).
Ayabe is a scenic land which consists mainly of mountains. 
The climate is mild with clear-cut four seasons and Ayabe also has snow fall in 
winter. 
Two large rivers, the Yura River and the Kambayashi River run from the east to 
the west and they make many scenic landscapes.
The population of Ayabe City is about 33 thousand (in 2017) and has been 
shrinking little by little. But two major companies (Gunze and Nitto Seiko) were 
born in Ayabe and these days, some other factories of high-tech companies in 
Japan are located in Ayabe. Rich nature, traditional events and arts and high-tech 
companies coexist in Ayabe. 
It also has original cultural aspects and history. People in Ayabe enjoy a lot of 
seasonal events and cultural activities. 
This booklet will present you with our nature, annual events, cultural aspects, 
tourist destinations, flower-viewing spots and the life of the people in Ayabe 
together with the changing four seasons.

The Yura river in June,a symbol of Ayabe

2) The Land of Ayabe
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Gunze Memorial Hall        (The former headquarters of Gunze) Gunze Museum       
Dog woods are blooming 
in April. 

Streetscapes of Gunze Area 
with a retro atmosphere 

Typical scenes in Ayabe

This picture is the upper stream of 
the Kambayashi River in May. There 
are a lot of sources of rivers in 
Ayabe.And many small villages are 
located near the sources. 
These villages are called “Suigen 
no Sato” which literally means “the 
village that has a source of a river”.
And the villagers live in harmony 
with the rich nature and fields.

Ayabe is one of the most active 
cities in Japan at promoting the 
revitalization of these types of 
villages using their rich nature 
and trying to increase long-
term residents.This idea and the 
regulations were born in Ayabe and 
have spread all over Japan now.

Gunze contributed a lot to the development of Ayabe.

Pure streams and mountain villages

50 17



This is a typical picture of the village in Ayabe. Nature, fields and houses are seen 
in the same scenery, and people live in harmony with nature. 
This type of village is called “Satoyama” (mountain village). 

Snowscape of Mt. Misen 　,the Isazu 
River and a small village in Oyogi-chou 
in January. 
Mt. Misen is one of symbols of Ayabe. 

Clean stream of the Kambayashi River in August

Some supports are given by the city 
regulations to these areas in Ayabe. 

Suigen no Sato, Koya (Mutsuyori-chou) in May

34
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The statue of Anne Frank is surrounded by Anne’s Roses 
from Israel in front of the north exit of Ayabe Station.

The Tower of Peace is surrounded  
by a countless number of azaleas 
at Shisuigaoka Park         in May.

3) The People of Ayabe
From ancient times, the people of Ayabe have 
been brought up in the environment of a mild 
climate and fertile land. That is the reason 
why the people of Ayabe are usually gentle, 
kindhearted and hospitable. They love peace 
very much and have volunteer spirit.
Tsurukichi Hatano, the founder of Gunze     
contributed to the formation of the volunteer 
spirit of the people and the development 
of Ayabe. He founded a silk mill in 1896 to 
develop this region by promoting silk industry 
and creating mass employment. 
This is the reason why the mascot character’s 
name of Ayabe, “Mayupii” comes from a silk 
cocoon or “Mayu” in Japanese. 
The philosophy of Oomoto  (religious 
community), “Pacifism” has also exerted a 
great influence on the people and the local 
government. 

40

50

25

If you come to Ayabe and walk around this 
place, or have contact with the local people, 
your mind will be comforted and relaxed by 
the scenery of Ayabe and the hospitality of 
the people. Ayabe welcomes all visitors from 
abroad and Japan. 
Ayabe’s people love peace very much.In 
1950, Ayabe City declared that it was a 
World Federalist Movement city for peace 
(W F M). This Declaration was the first in 
Japan. 
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Silk cocoons

Silk worms

Anne’s Roses (officially, Souvenir d’Anne Frank) were originally sent from Anne’s 
farther, Otto Heinrich Frank to Japan. Many of them were dead, but Ryuichi 
Yamamuro in Ayabe grew them in his whole life and sent them to many places in 
Japan and abroad. Many people in Ayabe and public places in Japan grow Anne’s 
Roses as a symbol of peace. 

Anne's Roses from Israel

The Symbol Mark of the World Federalist Movement is 
surrounded by Anne’s Roses at Ayabe Rose Garden.22
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One of the examples of Ayabe International Exchange Association’s hospitality 

About 70 foreign people living, working 
or receiving vocational training in Ayabe 
enjoy a barbecue party every year in May 
sponsored by the  Ayabe International 
Exchange Association (volunteer 
group). 

Foreign people can enjoy a barbecue 
party, a New Year’s party, a cooking 
class and so on. They can learn Japanese 
language once every week,
supported by the Ayabe International 
Exchange Association. 

These days, the lifestyle, “半農半X”(Han No Han X) 
by Naoki Shiomi in Ayabe is becoming more popular 
throughout Japan and in other countries. It literally 
means “half agriculture and half other jobs” and it 
suggests a new lifestyle with two or more jobs. One 
is agriculture which supports your self-sufficient life 
and the other is the jobs you want to do and which 
bring your living expenses to you. 
You can enjoy your calm and slow life in a rural 
area and as a fact, many people came to Ayabe from 
other places and are now enjoying their rural lives in 
harmony with nature.
Ayabe City supports those people who come to 
Ayabe to settle in the countryside of Ayabe. 
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Cherry blossoms and the Yura River

The people of Ayabe hold a lot of events. 
They enjoy the seasons, seasonal events 
and flowers. This section introduces 
some of those seasonal events and 
flower-viewing spots.

1) Spring (from March to May)
Many kinds of flowers come into bloom in spring and many festivals are 
held at shrines praying for a good harvest.
Spring in Ayabe begins with Japanese plum blossoms in March. In the 
early part of April, cherry trees are in full bloom and entrance ceremonies 
are held at schools under the cherry blossoms. Japanese people like 
cherry blossoms very much. So, the cherry blossom front is televised every 
day during this period in Japan. The cherry blossom front moves from 
the south to the north in Japan. You can enjoy cherry blossoms almost 
everywhere in Ayabe.  
After the cherry blossom season, the fresh green season starts, and 
mountains and hills shine with yellow green color in April and then bright 
green color in May. 
May is the most comfortable season in Ayabe along with October. 
A succession of holidays called “Golden Week” lasts from the 29th of April 
to the 5th of May including four national holidays. During this period, 
people enjoy events, sports, hiking and traveling.

2.fOur seasons in ayabe
(event and flowers)



The row of cherry trees in Nakasuji-chou in April

Fresh green and wild cherry blossoms in Kambayashi 
Mountains in Ayabe are like the picture below in April.

Scenes of Spring in Ayabe

15
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At Tokoin Temple       many 
Hina Dolls donated by 
citizens are displayed.

These days, a compact type 
of Hina Doll set is usually 
displayed in each home. 

20

Salmon fry

In this event, a countless number of salmon fry are released into the Yura River　    
near Yuragawa Flower Garden. 
People are given salmon roe in December and raise them in their houses for three 
months. In early March,they release their hatched salmon fry into the Yura River 
saying “Come Back Salmon!”
This day about a hundred families gather and release their salmon fry into the 
river. 
Grown-up salmon will come back to this river in three or four years.

The Event of “Come Back Salmon！“

Events in Spring 

The Doll Festival 
On the third of March ,“Hinamatsuri” (the Doll Festival) 
is held and “Hina” dolls are displayed in each home that 
has a young girl praying for the young girl’s happy life 
and healthy growth. 

6

People are releasing salmon fry.
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Ayabe City Plum Park in Tachi-Chou.

Ume Festival at Matsubara Plum Grove in Wagi-chou

Japanese plums, “Ume” in Japanese 
come into bloom in March and the 
Ume festivals are held in Tachi-chou 
and Wagi-chou. 
People in Ayabe look forward to the 
coming of spring during winter. Ume 
herald the beginning of spring. So, 
many people enjoy Ume blossom-
viewing.

19

18

Ume Festival （Japanese Plum Festival)
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Spring Festival 
at Ayabe Hachimangu Shrine
Spring festival is held at Ayabe Hachimangu Shrine       on a Sunday in early April 
praying for a bountiful harvest of rice.
During the festival, rice planting ritual is offered to the deity.
This ritual shows the rice planting in the Edo period (from 17th to 19th century).

Rice planting ritual

45
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Mayor,Zenya Yamazaki took part in the festival 
and played the “Taiko” (traditional Japanese 
drum）in 2018.

A samurai and visitors.
(Photo offered by Ayabe City Tourism Association)

Castle gate and cherry 
blossoms The castle gate 
is used as a museum.

Sakura Matsuri (Cherry Blossom Festival)
Sakura Matsuri is held on the second Sunday of April at Yamaga Castle Ruin Park.        
Many people enjoy cherry blossom- viewing.
During this festival, a Samurai warrior appears and tosses a lot of rice cakes to 
visitors. 
Some people enjoy cherry blossom-viewing party (drinking and eating party with 
their family members, friends or colleagues). 

Cherry trees which bloom in April are 
considered a symbol of the beginning 
of a new life and a bright future.
Because, in Japan, schools start in April 
and new graduates start their new jobs 
in April.

2



The Ayabe Ninokuni Festival is held on 
the 29th of April. Ninokuni is the name 
for the ancient Ayabe area. 
Many events are held, such as the 
procession of a portable shrine carried 
by children and a drum and fife band 
performance by children, the opening of 
many food stands, a hip-hop dance show, 
a “Taiko” (Japanese drum) performance 
and some other kinds of performing arts.

Flower Bed Display
Many flower beds are displayed from the 29th of April to the 3rd of May at the 
Yuragawa Flower Garden (the river bed park of the Yura River).
Many companies, communities and other organizations display their flower beds, 
and a contest is held. 
Many kinds of flowers are sold to visitors.

Flower beds

20

Ayabe Ninokuni Festival

20

20

Three life-size mascot characters 
of Ayabe appear in the event.

A portable shrine carried by children, the band 
and many people parade from Yuragawa Flower 
Garden          to I・T Building in Nishimachi Street.

(Photo offered by  Joshua Revier)
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“Mochitsuki” (pounding steamed rice 
to make rice cakes) event is held and 
the“mochi” (rice cakes) are served to 
visitors at no charge.

Oyogi-chou is blessed with various kinds of 
edible wild plants. 
The site is located at the foot of  Mt. Misen 
and many people climb the mountain on 
that day.

Mt.Misen        and a mountain village in May.

Edible wild plants 

Butterbur sprouts 
Bamboo shoots

Sansai Matsuri is held on the 3rd of May in 
Oyogi-chou. 
Japanese people are very sensitive to the 
season and seasonal foods, and they like edible 
wild plants which herald the season.  

Sansai Matsuri 
(Edible Wild Plant Festival)

34



A Small garden of an ordinary citizen and 
a carp streamer in Kamiyata-chou

Strawberry candles in early May

Children’s Day
Children’s Day falls on the 5th of May.In the 
past,it was Boys’ Day and boys were celebrated. 
But, nowadays both male and female children 
are celebrated on Children’s Day.

The families that have boys display carp 
streamers over the roofs or around their 
houses praying for the healthy growth of their 
boys. Because carp are a symbol of courage 
and promotion in Japan.
You can find carp streamers in many places in 
Ayabe at this time

Ayabe Fureai Stock Farm Festival
The Ayabe Fureai Stock Farm       Festival is held on the 3rd of May. 
They keep some kinds of livestock, such as goats, sheep, pigs and horses.
Children can play with them. Visitors can also enjoy riding a horse or a pony.  
At this livestock farm, a lot of strawberry candles are also planted.
Those pretty red flowers are at their best in the grass fields in early May. 
They give you a fairy tale-like atmosphere.

16
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In late April or early May, you can 
experience tea picking and make 
your own green tea in Konishi-chou.
Ayabe is a production area of the 
highest quality green tea,“ Gyokuro”. 

You can try Gyokuro or “Matcha” 
(powdered green tea) at Ayabe 
Tokusankan (Local Specialty Shop). Hanachappa (a fairy of tea) is a mascot 

character of Monobe and Shigasato district. 
(production area of green tea in Ayabe)
(Photo offered by Kahoku Junior High School)

21

Tea picking

Gyokuro is served at Ayabe Tokusankan21
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Folk song concert at Ayabe Rose Garden

Bara (Rose) Festival
From the middle of May to late July, the Rose Festival is held at Ayabe Rose Garden. 
About 120 kinds of roses are planted in this garden and Anne’s Roses from Anne’s 
father are displayed in the center. 
They are in full bloom during this period. 
You can enjoy roses in this park throughout most of the year except for winter 
and early spring.  
Many flower contests and events are held here throughout the year, for example 
potted flower contests, dried flower class, chrysanthemum exhibition, etc. 

22



Yamaga Castle Ruin Park

Weeping cherry blossoms at 
Ayabe Industrial Park

Ayabe Onsen (hot spring)

Many cherry trees are planted in Ayabe. You 
can enjoy cherry blossoms almost anywhere in 
Ayabe from early to mid April. But, Ayabe Onsen          
(hot spring), Yamaga Castle Ruin Park     and 
Shisuigaoka Park        are the best cherry blossom-
viewing spots. 
At Ayabe Onsen, you can view cherry blossoms and 
the scenery of mountain village called “Satoyama” 
at the same time from the open-air bath and the 
restaurant.

Cherry Blossoms

2

25

14

Flower-viewing Spots in Spring 

30
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Wild Mitsumata plants

Mitsumata plants

In Ichikaya,   Oitomi-chou, 
a countless number of wild 
“Mitsumata” plants grow in 
colonies under the Japanese 
cedar trees.

The yellow world of the 
blossoms in early April creates 
a fantastic atmosphere.

23



Narcissi
Narcissi
Ichishi     in Iizumi-chou is a flower viewing spot of 
narcissi. The village is a depopulated village, but more 
than 50,000 narcissi are planted in the terraced fallow 
paddy fields to attract visitors.      
They are in full bloom in late April.

24



Azaleas at  Ryogonji Temple

The scenery of Shaga is overwhelming in May.

Shaga （Wild Fringed Irises）

Azaleas

Azaleas at Shisuigaoka Park Azaleas 

Azaleas at Ryogonji Temple        bloom 
from the middle to the end of April. 
The hill beyond the pond near the 
temple is covered with a lot of azaleas.
The whole hill turns pink during this 
period.  You can walk around the hill 
through the tunnels of azaleas.  
Shisuigaoka Park    is also full of 
azaleas, coloring the hill pink and red 
in May.

In Ichikaya Oitomi-chou,        innumerable fringed irises or “Shaga” grow 
in colonies under the Japanese cedar trees. They are in full bloom in May.

7
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2) Summer (from June to August)
In the middle of June, the rainy season called “Tsuyu” starts in Ayabe and cloudy 
or rainy days increase during this period. Tsuyu lasts about a month　and people 
tend to be gloomy, but at night fireflies appear in the sky. You can enjoy fantastic 
fireflies in many places in Ayabe and “Hotaru no Yube” (the Firefly Festival) is held 
in Kambayashi. 
In July, the fresh green color of the mountains turns into a deep green color and 
in the middle of July, the rainy season ends. Then full-fledged hot summer comes. 
People use well-devised items to feel cool. For example, they hang “Furin” in their 
houses, use a round fan called “Uchiwa”, and wear a light cotton kimono called 
“Yukata” at night. 
Many people enjoy summer evening festivals, Bon dancing or a fireworks display, 
while wearing Yukata and carrying Uchiwa. 
The Bon Festival is the biggest event in summer held from the 13th to the 16th 
of August. People believe that the spirits of their ancestors come back to their 
former homes during this period. So, they clean their family graves in advance 
and during this period, visit their family graves, offer foods and flowers and pay 
respect to their ancestors. 
In some places, people perform Bon dancing in a circle at night and entertain the 
spirits of their ancestors.  

Teruteru BozuUchiwa

Children sometimes make “Teruteru Bozu” praying for good weather during the 
rainy season.  
“Teru” means “the sun shines” and “Bozu” is a monk. A Buddhist monk has a shaved 
head and the head shines.
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Furin display at Tokoin 
Temple in  June

Furin

Paddy fields in Hasoji-chou in late August

Rice plants bow with bountiful ears and the paddy fields turn yellow. This is one 
of the typical scenery of August in Ayabe.

“Furin” is a wind chime which is  hung from an eave and makes a cooling sound by 
catching the breeze. It is made of iron or glass, a strip of paper and string.  
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Mulberry picking
About 200 mulberry trees are planted in Iden-
chou. And the fruits ripen in early June. You can 
enjoy mulberry picking in this mulberry farm. 
Mulberries are used for jam, mulberry liqueur or 
eaten raw. Many people were growing mulberry 
trees to raise silk worms and to produce silk 
cocoons in the past.   
But sericulture has almost disappeared in Ayabe, so, 
they are trying to preserve traditional sericulture. 
Mulberry leaves are the feed of silk worms.

Silk cocoon dolls

Mulberries

Fireflies

Ayabe Yosakoi dance

A firefly

This festival is held in the middle of June. Along the 
Kambayashi River, a lot of fireflies flit and you can 
enjoy elegant and fantastic fireflies walking along 
the river. Many events are held at Ayabeshi Kankou 
Center (Ayabe City Tourism Center)       , such as Taiko 
drumming, Ayabe Yosakoi dance and music concert.  

Hotaru no Yube (Firefly Festival) in Kambayashi

Events in Summer

60
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Nioh Mon (Nioh Gate) Marathon and 
Nioh Park Festival
On the first Sunday in June,a marathon race from Nioh Park        to Nioh Gate        of 
Kohmyoji Temple is held.About 900 people run the race including children.
On that day, the Nioh Park Festival is also held. Many food stalls and stands are 
opened in the park. Local specialties and foods are sold and some events are also 
held. 

Music concert Watagashi 
(Cotton candy)

Taiko drumming

Marathon Race

15 1
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Children of Yata Kindergarten made 
this Tanabata and held the Tanabata 
Festival in July 2018.  

Children in balloons

Children are catching fish.Many food stalls

On a Sunday in the middle of June, the River 
Festival is held at Kambayashi Seiryu-no-Sato 
Park       (literally, the park of a village with a 
pure stream) to revitalize the village. Children 
play in water and in large plastic balloons and 
enjoy catching fish. Many food stalls are open.

Tanabata Festival 
(The Star Festival)
The Star Festival is held on the 7th of July. Children 
of nursery schools and kindergartens hang strips of 
paper with their wishes and pictures on  bamboo 
branches. It is called “Tanabata”.
Tanabata which was made by children can be seen at 
Ayabe City Tourism Association       in July. 26

27

Kuchi-Kambayashi Kawa Matsuri 
(River Festival in Kuchi-Kambayashi)
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Children are dancing

Before and after the fireworks display, 
many people perform a festival dance, 
“Ayabe Yosakoi” in Nishimachi Street.

Mayupii participates in the event

The two sites are crowded with lots of 
people and a lot of food stalls. 
Many foreign people in “Yukata” (light 
cotton kimono) enjoy the event. 

Minatsuki Festival
Minatsuki means July today (June in lunar 
calendar). This festival is held in late July. 
And many paper lanterns float on the Yura 
River near Community Center. 
It is said that floating paper lanterns was 
originally a ritual to console the spirits of 
the dead or to see the spirits off to the other 
world. 
A fireworks display is held at the riverside 
of the Yura River. About 4,000 skyrockets 
are launched. 

35



Many other events such 
as Bon dancing, the Jizo 
(Bodhisattva) Bon Festival, or 
“Yomatsuri” (summer evening 
festival) are held in summer 
in each community. 

Fireworks display

Paper lanterns are floating on the Yura River.
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Many people including foreign people enjoy Bon Odori on the 
15th of August at Ayabe Gunze Square.

Bon Odori (Bon Dancing) 
The Bon Festival is held from the 13th to the 16th of August in Ayabe and people 
perform “Bon Odori” (Bon Dancing) in a circle to enjoy dancing and  entertain the 
spirits of their ancestors. 

Natsuakari Event  
Natsuakari is the artistic illuminations displayed during five 
days in the middle of August at Ayabe Gunze Square. 
A concert is performed at the site, and many people enjoy 
fantastic light displays and sounds. 

21

21
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Gathering for World Peace 
On the 15th of August, the Gathering for World Peace is held every year at the top 
of Mt. Fuji         in Ayabe. Mayor gives a speech, the three flags of Ayabe City, Japan 
and the World Federalist Movement are hoisted up, and the Japanese anthem, the 
Ayabe city song are sung. World Peace Bell is also rung and the Charters of Ayabe 
City and the World Federalist Movement are chanted.

Three flags are hoisted up.

On the 15th of August 2018, many 
people went up the mountain to pray for 
world peace.
 
Two representatives of the Bereaved 
Families Association from Israel and 
Palestine, Yifat Mohar and Amal Abu 
Ayyash and Mayupii participated in the 
event. 



Hydrangeas

Near the temple, many carp are 
kept in two ponds as a hobby of 
the chief priest. 

Lotus flowers

Tokoin Temple        is famous for hydrangeas. The 
approach to the temple is full of hydrangeas and 
they are in full bloom from the middle part of June 
to the early part of July. 

Lotus flowers
More than 20 kinds of lotus are planted near Ryogonji Temple. They come into 
bloom from July to August.
The lotus is said to be a symbol of Buddhism. Because, it grows in a muddy pond 
and blooms beautifully.     
A Buddha statue often sits or stands on a pedestal with the shape of a lotus flower.
Lotus roots are often used as an ingredient for Japanese dishes. 

6

Flower-viewing Spots in Summer

Hydrangeas

38



Ayabe Fureai Stock FarmIn front of Takakura Shrine

Sunflowers 
A lot of sunflowers are planted 
at the Ayabe Fureai Stock 
Farm and in front of Takakura 
Shrine. They bloom from July 
to August.

Many people in Ayabe grow sunflowers or morning glories in their gardens for 
appreciation as a symbol of summer.

39
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3) Autumn (from September to November) 
Farmers harvest rice in September and in autumn, many autumn festivals are held 
showing gratitude to the deities for the bountiful harvest at Shinto shrines. 
October is the most refreshing season in Ayabe. The air is dry, and the temperature 
is good for sports, trips or hiking. 
The second Monday of October is Physical Education Day called “Taiiku-no-Hi”. 
It is a notional holiday which promotes good health both in body and mind. In 
October, many sport events are held around this holiday.
The third of November is Culture Day. It is also a national holiday and cultural 
events are held around this holiday in many places of Ayabe. 
From the end of October to November, people enjoy colorful autumn leaves in 
many places. Mountains and hills turn yellow, orange and red, and the contrast 
with the evergreen trees is beautiful. 
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The Yura River in September

Yana is set in the river

“Mattcha” (powdered 
green tea) service

The Hagi Festival is also held at Shorekiji Temple. 
You can find Hagi in many places in Ayabe. 

Japanese calligraphy performance 
by senior high school students

Bush clover

Kanko Yana literally means “Fish trap for 
tourism”.  It is an event held at the Yura 
River in Yamaga       from the 1st to the end 
of September. “Ayu” (sweetfish) which go 
down the river to lay eggs are caught using 
“Yana” (a fish trap). In the past, Yana fishing 
was done as a job, but now it is performed to 
attract visitors.
Young “Ayu” are released into the Yura River 
in May. It is a kind of “Ayu” farming which 
uses the Yura river. 

This festival is held on the second Sunday of 
September. On this day, some events are held at 
Shakuouji Temple        . This temple is famous as 
Hagi Temple (Bush Clover Temple). 
Hagi fits this temple very well. Because it is not 
a showy flower, but a modest and an elegant 
flower.

Events in Autumn

5

Kanko Yana 
(Fish Catching Festival for Tourism)

31

“Hagi”(Bush Clover) Festival
at Shakuouji Temple
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Satoyama (Mountain Village) Cycling
The Satoyama cycling event      is held on the 23rd of September (Autumnal 
Equinox Day) in Kambayashi. More than 500 cycling lovers from Ayabe and other 
places in Japan participate in the event. 

The participants enjoy the view of  “Satoyama”, “Higanbana” (wild cluster amaryllis) 
and the refreshing breeze of autumn. 
If you like cycling, you should join the event. 

15
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Autumn Festivals 
Many shrines in Ayabe hold an autumn festival. Usually autumn festivals are held 
to express gratitude to deities for the good harvest. This section will introduce 
only three of them. 

Shimama Shrine 
Shimama Shrine was built in 737 
to drive away evil spirits which 
cause epidemic diseases. 
This shrine holds a ritual and a 
festival in the middle of October 
to express gratitude for the good 
harvest, to drive away evil spirits 
and to cure diseases. 

Tachifuri Dance

Shimama Shrine
13 Iwagashita Nakasuji-chou Ayabe,Kyoto
〒623-0113

Sword dancing called “Tachifuri” 
is offered to the deity to drive 
away evil spirits.  
Many people and a portable 
shrine called a “Mikoshi” parade 
from the Torii gate to the shrine.

32
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Takakura Shrine 
This shrine holds a ritual and a festival 
in the middle of October. During the 
festival, a large portable shrine carried 
by many people moves around the 
neighboring villages.   
“Kami” (a deity) is riding on the portable 
shrine and blesses people. 

The “Iyaso Dance” is offered to the 
deity by children dressed in Samurai 
warriors’ costumes. 
Iyaso means “Cure the wound!”; the 
wound of the ancient hero, Prince 
Mochihito (now a deity of this shrine) 
who was injured in the previous war. 

Mikoshi

Isoya Dance

Takakura Shrine
45 Okuji Takakura-cho Ayabe,Kyoto 
〒623-0002

29

One of typical scenes in autumn in Ayabe

29
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An autumn festival is held at Oyogi 
Hachimangu Shrine on a Sunday in the 
middle of October to give thanks to the 
deities for the good harvest.  

Three portable shrines are carried around 
on the grounds. 

Mikoshi

“Shishi” (a lion) appears to bless people and 
to drive away evil spirits through biting. 

A monster with a long nose called “Tengu” 
appears in the festival and shows its ritual 
performance.

Oyogi Hachimangu ShrineShrine
28 Tawa Oyogi-chou Ayabe,Kyoto
〒623-0101

Oyogi Hachimangu Shrine  33

33



Cultural Events
Many cultural events are held in Ayabe especially around Culture Day (the 3rd 
of November). It is a national holiday to promote the awareness of pacifism 
and freedom through cultural activities.
A lot of culture clubs are active in Ayabe and they show their performing arts 
or display their works around Culture Day. Most of them are free admission.
You can experience and enjoy cultural activities while you are staying in 
Ayabe, such as tea ceremonies, flower arrangements, pottery, paintings, 
“Bonsai” (potted trees), traditional Japanese dance, flamenco dance, kimono 
dressing,“Haiku” and “Tanka” poems and many other activities.     
This section will introduce only some of them. 

Exhibition of 
Works of Arts at 
Ayabe Community Center 

Flower arrangement

“Chigiri-e”,pictures of teared up strips 
of colored paper

Indian ink paintings

The demonstration of a tea ceremony 
Tea is served to visitors.46



Kyoto Chutan Cultural Hall
21-20 Kyuta Sato-chou Ayabe,Kyoto
〒623-0005

At the Kyoto Chutan Cultural Hall       , various kinds of traditional 
Japanese dances and music are performed on Culture Day.

36

36
“Shamisen” concert
(Shamisen is a traditional Japanese three- stringed 
musical instrument) 

Hula show 

Traditional Japanese dance 
called “Nihon Buyo” is 
performed by children.

47
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Tea is served to visitors at 
Ankokuji Temple.

Jazz concert by senior high school students 

The ancient tomb

Flamenco dance by an amateur 
flamenco group in Ayabe

“Momiji Matsuri” (Maple Festival) 
The Momiji Matsuri is held in four autumn leaf-viewing spots in Ayabe: Ankokuji 
Temple      Oomoto (religious community),Yamaga Castle Ruin Park      and 
Kurotani-chou.

Kisaichi Maruyama Ancient Tomb    Festival 
This festival is held on Culture Day, the 3rd of November. Many people enjoy the 
festival and climb the hill (tomb) to feel nostalgia for their ancestors’ lives.

Colorful autumn leaves at 
Ankokuji Temple

8

4 2
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“Higanbana”
(Wild Cluster Amaryllis or Lycoris Plants) 

On the side of a road 
in Sato-chou

On the edge of a paddy field in Sato- chou

37

Flower-viewing Spots in Autumn

Higanbana grow in colonies on the edges of paddy fields or the banks of rivers 
and bloom always around the time of “Higan” (Autumnal Equinox Day, the 23rd 
or 24th of September).
Higanbana are seen everywhere in the countryside of Ayabe but Sato-chou         and 
Iden-chou are the best viewing spots.
Many people have an unearthly feeling from seeing the red flower because Higan 
means the other world in Buddhism. 
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Around Autumnal Equinox Day,Kinmokusei come into bloom and the lovely 
fragrance of the blossoms drifts in the air.

Cosmos 
A lot of cosmos are planted in 
Yuragawa Flower Garden        (riverbed 
park) and they bloom in October. 

Cosmos in October

“Kinmokusei”
(Fragrant orange-colored olive) 

20
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This flower garden is always full 
of flowers throughout the year 
except winter and early spring.

Flower beds in October

Bonnsai of chrysanthemums

Chrysanthemum dolls

Many people grow chrysanthemums as their 
hobby in Ayabe. 
A chrysanthemum exhibition is held in November 
at Ayabe Gunze Square.

Chrysanthemum Exhibition

21



The Yura River in early November near 
JR Yamaga Railway Station

Shisuigaoka Park        in 
the middle of November

There are many scenic spots for 
autumn leaf viewing in Ayabe. 
The hills and mountains in Ayabe 
are very beautiful in autumn. The 
leaves of trees turn yellow, orange 
and red. 

The graveyard of Oomoto,Okutsuki in Tano-chou in the middle of November

Colorful  Autumn  Leaves 

25
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4) Winter (from December to February) 
In December, deciduous trees lose their leaves and the mountains turn brown and 
ocher except for evergreen trees. When Christmas draws near, Christmas songs 
play in the shopping area and the large stores. 
After Christmas, people start to prepare for the New Year, “Shogatsu”.  New Year 
songs play in the shopping area and large stores. Shogatsu (the New Year) is 
the biggest annual event in Japan.Many people pound steamed rice and make 
“Omochi” (rice cakes) and cook “Osechi” (New Year’s dishes) in advance. Osechi 
are eaten during the New Year holidays (usually three days). 
On New Year’s Eve, people eat “Soba”(buckwheat noodles), because thin and long 
buckwheat noodles signify longevity. 
Many people take a long holiday from the end of December. On New Year’s Day 
or during the New Year holidays, many people visit a shrine or a temple to pray 
for the happiness of the year. 
From the end of December to the end of February, Ayabe is often covered with 
snow. 

The snow scape of Oomoto in January
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“Joya no kane” is the bell rung 108 times 
at midnight of the New Year’s Eve. This 
event is held at some temples in Ayabe. 

People are ringing a temple bell at midnight of 
the New Year’s Eve at Hohjuji Temple.

The number,“108”means that Buddhist followers have to remove 108 worldly 
desires to reach Buddhist enlightenment.

Shogatsu (the New Year) 
People hang a “Shimekazari” (twisted straw rope with fern leaves) at the  entrances 
of their houses to welcome the New Year deity called “Toshigami”.
It is said that Toshigami comes down to Shimekazari during the New Year. 

People also offer “Kagami mochi” (mirror-shaped rice 
cakes) to their Shinto alters.
In Shinto, a round mirror has a magical power and a rice 
cake is a sacred food.

Shimekazari

Kagamimochi

Events in Winter
Joya no Kane  (the New Year's Eve bell)

38
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People visit a shrine or a temple to pray for the happiness of the year. This  practice 
is called “Hatsumoude”. 

Mitetsuki Shrine       in Iden-chou 
on New Year’s Day

During the New Year, children are often given “Otoshidama” (a New Year’s 
monetary gift in a special envelope) from their parents and relatives.

Nanakusa Gayu Service of Oomoto
“Nanakusa Gayu” is rice porridge with seven kinds of herbs. It is said that Nanakusa 
Gayu makes your stomach healthy and strong. 
So many people visit Oomoto         and have it so that they will be healthy during 
the year. 

Seven herb rice porridge is served to 
visitors at no charge.

40
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The New Year’s Party is held in January 
sponsored by the Ayabe International Exchange 
Association.
About ninety people from abroad enjoy the 
party, performing their dances or singing songs 

on the stage and have 
dishes.

Fudohmyooh Festival 
“Fudohmyooh” is the King of Wisdom (the 
incarnation of Buddha). 
This festival is held at Shorekiji Temple        
in January. A sacred fire called “Goma” 
is burned to pray for traffic safety and 
happiness of the people to Fudohmyooh.
Goma is also burned to remove worldly 
passions in Buddhism.

Some people pour cold water over 
their heads in the cold weather as 
a spiritual training and pray for 
their success or the happiness of 
the year. Some fire festivals are 
held at some temples or a shrine in 
January in Ayabe. 

41

New Year’s Party
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Mioga ginger.

Snowscape of the shrine in February

This festival is held based on one of seven mysterious phenomena in Shigasato 
district along with the Bamboo Shoot Festival at Shinoda Shrine. On the following 
day (February 4th), the Bamboo Shoot Festival is held at Shinoda Shrine. 

The Mioga Festival is held on the 3rd of February at Asusugi Shrine. 
Mioga ginger grows in a narrow place enclosed with fences. 

A Shinto priest tells the expectation of the rice harvest of the year looking at the 
growth of the Mioga ginger. 

A Shinto priest is picking Mioga ginger.

42

Mioga (Mioga ginger) Festival 



Flower-viewing Spots in Winter

An exhibition of ornamental cabbages is held at 
Ayabe Gunze Square      for several days in early 
December.
 
Flowers are few in winter, so many people grow 
ornamental cabbages and decorate the entrances 
of their houses and gardens with them. 

21

Ornamental Cabbages

Potted ornamental cabbages
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3. Cultural Aspects and Tourist Destinations 

in Ayabe

1) Shinto and Shinto Shrines 
 

First, what is Shinto?
Shinto is an indigenous religion of Japan. It has neither 
founder nor scripture and is usually based on nature 
and ancestor worship.And Shinto has a countless 
number of deities called “Kami”.A Shinto shrine is 
dedicated to a deity or to some deities. Shinto is very 
tolerant to other religions and other cultures. 
Each Kami has a specific role or some roles, such as 
easy childbirth, protection from traffic accidents, a 
good match, success in business or exams.
Many Japanese people are both Shinto followers and 
Buddhist followers at the same time. 

Usually at the entrance of a Shinto shrine,a Shinto shrine gate called “Torii” stands. 
There are more than 94 Shinto shrines in Ayabe City. And each shrine has its 
unique history and features and holds rituals and festivals.

Torii of Hachimangu Shrine         in Yatsuai-chou
Cherry blossoms are at their best in early April.

A Shinto shrine usually has “Komainu” (a pair of guardian dogs),“Ishidoro” (a 
stone lantern), “Chozu-ya” (a roofed shelter with a wash basin) and “Saisen-bako” 
(an offertory box).

44
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Stone lanterns and a statue of 
a horse are arranged on the 
shrine grounds. 
A horse is said to be a vehicle 
for a deity.

Akakuni Shrine
in Tachi-chou in August

Haiden sanctuary of Ayabe Hachimangu Shrine
in Jinguji-chou

A pair of guardian dogs which guard the shrine against evil spirits

People pray to the deity in front of Haiden.

45
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People rinse their hands and mouths to purify themselves at Chozu-ya (a roofed 
shelter with a wash basin) using water and a ladle before praying in front of a 
“Haiden” (sanctuary).

Stone lanterns
Chozu-ya 

Praying at
Takatsu Hachimangu Shrine

People then put a coin in an offertory box, ring a bell and clap their hands in front 
of Haiden (sanctuary) before praying.
It is said that clapping one’s hands called “Kashiwade” calls the shrine’s deity and 
drives away evil spirits. 
Traditional Japanese festivals are often held at Shinto shrines praying for a good 
harvest in spring and expressing gratitude for the good harvest in autumn. 

46
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Takakura Shrine
Takakura Shrine      was built in 1181 and dedicated to the spirit of the ancient 
hero, Prince Mochihito who died with regret. 
The shrine is surrounded by a thick grove and has a calm and divine atmosphere.
On the grounds, a huge Japanese cedar tree stands with a height of 33 meters 
(108 feet) and a trunk’s circumference of 5.7 meters (18 feet). The tree is said to 
be more than five hundred years old. 

A lot of sunflowers in a field in summer in front of Takakura Shrine

A huge Japanese cedar tree has a 
“Shimenawa” (a twisted straw rope).
The Shimenawa shows that a deity 
lives inside the tree. 

Takakura Shrine
45 Okuji Takakura-cho Ayabe,Kyoto 
〒623-0002

29
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The Bamboo shoot festival is held on the 4th February.

Shinoda Shrine 
Shinoda shrine       is situated on a small hill. The whole 
hill is a sacred area of the shrine and has a divine 
atmosphere. The shrine is characterized by a tiny 
bamboo grove at the back of the main sanctuary called 
“Honden”.
This shrine holds a unique ritual from ancient times every 
year. A mysterious phenomenon appears in the bamboo 
grove, so people hold a ritual on the 4th February.
In the ritual, three Shinto followers tell the expectation 
of the rice harvest of the year, by looking at the places 
and the growth of three bamboo shoots. 

There have been seven kinds of mysterious phenomena 
in this district from ancient times, so even today unique 
Shinto rituals are held at 7 shrines related to the 
mysterious phenomena of 7 kinds of plants.
Bamboo shoots are one of edible wild plants which 
Japanese people like very much. 

Three small bamboo shoots

Bamboo grove

Shinoda Shrine
6-1 Miyanoshita Shinoda-chou Ayabe,Kyoto
〒623-0351

43
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Takatsu Hachimangu Shrine         was built in the 9th century as another sanctuary 
(shrine) of Iwashimizu Hachiman Shrine in Yawata City, Kyoto Prefecture. 
Legend says that a golden pigeon flew to this place from Iwashmizu, and this 
shrine was built due to that mysterious occurrence. 
Many rituals and festivals are held throughout the year at this shrine. 

Takatsu Hachimangu Shrine
1 Kojigatani Takatsu-chou Ayabe,Kyoto 
〒623-0045

Takatsu Hachimangu Shrine

A lot of stone lanterns stand on the grounds.

At the end of July, summer festival is held to 
drive away evil spirits.               
Legend says that a loop of Japanese pampas 
grass drives away evil spirits and diseases.

A female Shinto priest is holding a ritual in 
the summer festival in July. 

The loop of Japanese pampas grass

46
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2) Buddhism and Buddhist Temples 

What is Buddhism?
Buddhism was founded in India in the 5th century B.C. by Gautama 
Siddhartha called “Buddha 仏陀” and introduced to Japan through 
China and Korea in the 6th century. The purpose of Buddhism is 
to reach Buddhist enlightenment called “Satori 悟り”. But the ways 
to pursue enlightenment are different depending on the sects and 
schools of Buddhism. 
A temple usually has a temple gate called “Sanmon” and a pair of 
Guardian Kings called “Nioh” often stand in it and a temple has a 
beautiful garden, a bell tower called “Shoro” and sometimes a pagoda. 
There are more than 84 temples in Ayabe and each temple has each 
history and features.

Sanmon (temple gate) of Shakuouji Temple Shoro (bell tower) of Ankokuji Temple

Beautiful garden of Hohjuji temple          
in Mikata-chou on New Year's Day

38
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Many temples have a bell tower called “Shoro” on the grounds.The bell was a 
clock in the old days and sounded the time. 

One of Guardian Kings at 
Shakuouji Temple

A Buddhist priest is practicing Zazen at Montokuji Temple. 

Ankokuji    and Montokuji    are Zen Buddhist 
temples. Zen Buddhism places most importance on 
Zen meditation known as “Zazen 座禅”. In Zazen, 
posture,breathing and mindfulness (concentration) 
are the most important elements. 

These days, Zazen has been becoming very popular in 
the world as a spiritual training. You can try Zazen in 
Ayabe. Zazen makes your mind calm and your brain 
clear.

4 47
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Ankokuji Temple
1 Teranodan Ankokuji-chou Ayabe,Kyoto
〒623-0104

Buddha hall in November

Ankokuji Temple        is the most famous temple in Ayabe. Kiyoko Uesugi who was 
born nearby this temple, gave birth to Takauji Ashikaga, the first Shogun of the 
Muromachi period (from the 14th to the16th century). Takauji built 68 temples 
which had the name of Ankokuji in Japan including this temple to console the 
spirits of the dead in the previous war. 
Buddha Hall and the residence of the chief priest called“Kuri”are thatched with 
Japanese pampas grass. 
Buddha Hall houses several Buddha statues, including the main image of “Shaka 
Nyorai” (Historical Buddha) and “Jizo Bosatsu” (Jizo Bodhisattva). Kiyoko prayed 
for easy childbirth to the Jizo Bodhisattva. 
A lot of maple trees are planted on the grounds, so autumn leaves are very beautiful. 
In November, Maple Festival called Momiji Matsuri is held on the grounds every 
year.

Ankokuji Temple 

Kuri (the residence of the chief priest) in March

Autumn leaves on the grounds of 
Ankokuji Temple in November

4
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Shakuouji Temple
Shakuouji Temple        is situated on a mountainside in Shichihyakkoku-chou. It 
was built in the middle of 10th century by a priest, Kuya. 
The two Guardian Kings called “Nioh” are checking visitors with a fierce face at 
the entrance. Then you will find a main hall called “Hondoh”.These two buildings 
are thatched with Japanese pampas grass.        
And in front of the residence of the chief priest, a small humble dry landscape 
garden called “karesansui Teien” (a garden with no water) is arranged. These 
thatched houses and the garden match each other very well.

Shakuouji Temple
1 Teranodan syakuouji-chou Ayabe,Kyoto
〒623-0111

They are simple, elegant and weathered.
They remind us of the sense of beauty of 
the Japanese “Wabi” and “Sabi”.
“Hondoh” (main building) houses 
“Suzuriishi” (Indian inkstone) which was 
used by Emperor Saga in the early 9th 
century.

Suzuriishi

Hondoh (left side) and Niohmon (right side) in June

Hondoh and a small dry landscape garden in June

5
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Ryogonji Temple 
Ryogonji Temple        in Tachi-chou was built in 732. This temple is well known 
as a flower temple, and also famous for it’s “Fusuma-e” (paintings on sliding paper 
doors) of crows.  
A countless number of azaleas are planted on a hill beyond a pond (opposite side 
of the temple). These azaleas are in full bloom from the middle to the end of April. 
You can walk around the hill through the tunnels of azaleas. 
This temple has many Indian ink “Fusuma-e” (paintings on sliding paper doors) 
of crows. These Fusuma-e were painted by a famous painter in the Meiji period 
(from 1868 to 1912), Ikka Nagai who was a pupil of Ernest Fenollosa (from the 
United States). 
Ikka painted crows throughout his life and was said to be an authority and a 
researcher of crows. 
Fusuma-e in four rooms show crows'life in four seasons. 

Ryogonji Temple
6 Ryogonji Tachi-chou Ayabe,Kyoto
〒623-0232Residence of the chief priest in April

The hill with full of blossoms 
of azaleas in April

Fusuma-e of crows

7
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Shofukuji Temple
This temple is characterized by its three beautiful dry landscape gardens called    
“Karesansui Teien” (gardens with no water). 
Shofukuji Garden (Ganshotei) represents the scenery of two waterfalls, a stream, 
a bridge and two islands.
A stream runs along the foot of the mountains. This garden is designated as a 
national scenic spot.

Shofukuji Garden in June

Seiseien Garden in June

The word “Seisei” means “lively” 
or “refreshing”. Seiseien Garden 
represents a small waterfall and a 
winding stream. 
On the ceiling of the main hall, a 
large dragon is painted. It was 
painted by the former chief priest. 
A dragon is said to protect a 
building from fire and it glares at 
trainee monks with a fierce face so 
that they practice Buddhist training 
earnestly.

Dragon on the ceiling

Shofukuji Temple
33 Komaruyama Takanosu-chou Ayabe,Kyoto
〒629-1263

3
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3) Other Cultural Aspects and Tourist Destinations
 
Aikido
Aikido is one of martial arts of Japan. In 
Chinese character “Ai=合” means harmony, 
“Ki=気” refers to mind or energy and “Do＝
道” is spiritual training. So, it is a martial 
art to make one’s mind harmonize with the 
universe according to Morihei Ueshiba, the 
founder of Aikido.The universe means all 
living things and nature. 
Morihei came to Ayabe in 1920 from 
Wakayama Prefecture, paying respect 
to Onisaburo Deguchi, the co-founder of 
Oomoto (religious community).
Morihei was an Oomoto follower and stayed at Oomoto      for six years and 
founded a martial art, “Aiki Bujutsu”, which was the original name of the now 
Aikido.Then he moved to Tokyo in 1925, and made it a perfect martial art as 
Aikido.  　　　　　　　　　　　　　
Aikido developed introducing other traditional Japanese martial arts, Judo, Kendo, 
Karate and Iaido. 
Some people say it is a martial art for self-defense. Of course, it can be used 
for self-defense. However, in Aikido, they usually do not fight. Why?  Because 
Aikido developed based on the philosophy of Oomoto , “Pacifism”. In other words, 
Aikido conveys the Oomoto’s Pacifism to realize peace in the world through the 
harmony in Aikido. 
“Tori” or the person who applies the technique always secures a favorable position 
and throws the partner away, using the partner’s power, joint locking technique, 
and breathing technique (focusing on his or her breathing). 
The good harmony between two partners makes a beautiful throwing technique.  
Harmony, breathing and mental calmness in the movement are the most important 
elements in Aikido. 
You can experience and enjoy Aikido in Ayabe. They will always welcome 
newcomers and visitors from abroad and Japan. 
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Small women can easily throw big men away. 

They start Aikido training after worshiping the deity of 
the universe (hanging scroll in the center) and Morihei 
Ueshiba (the photo on the left side).
The right side is the word “Aikido” in Chinese characters.
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Papermaking called “Kamisuki”

Washi was mainly used for “Shoji” (Japanese 
paper screens),“Fusuma” (sliding paper doors), and 
writing paper in the past. These days, Washi is used 
for business cards, envelopes, bags, “Chiyogami” 
(folding paper with colorful patterns), dolls and 
even clothes. 
Generally speaking, Washi is very beautiful, strong 
and durable. Washi gets whiter and more beautiful 
while it is exposed to the sun. 

Washi dolls

Kurotani Washi
(Traditional Hand-made 
Paper of Kurotani) 

48

Traditional Japanese paper or “Washi” 
was introduced to Japan from Korea or 
China in the 5th or 6th century. In the 
12th century, Heike clan was defeated 
by Genji clan and some of the Heike clan 
escaped from other places to this mountainous area, Kurotani      . And they 
started Washi production．
Then Kurotani developed as a production area of Washi. Many Kurotani villagers 
were engaged in Washi industry in the past. But, now only eight people are 
engaged in Washi production (in 2018).  
In Washi production, high-quality mulberry trees and clean soft water are needed.    
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Penguins and cranes made of 
“Chiyogami” (folding paper) 
of Kurotani Washi.

A curtain of Kurotani Washi The collider of the hall of Kurotani Washi Kougei 
no Sato is decorated with “Andon”(oriental lamps 
or lighting equipment) made of Kurotani Washi.

You can enjoy Kami-suki (papermaking) 
at Kurotani Washi Kogei no Sato     in 
Tokuranabatake-chou.

Japanese people learn “Origami” (paper 
folding) when they are young children. 

A traditional Japanese 
umbrella of Kurotani Washi

13
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The studio is an old Japanese farmer’s 
house in Tokuranabatake-chou. 

Kurotani Washi and other washi are used 
for Andon.

49Akari(Light) Studio Jikkan
This studio displays and sells “Andon”(oriental lamps). Andon are very elegant 
and give us a warm and nostalgic atmosphere. They may be suitable for your 
souvenir of Ayabe. 



Chohsei-den Hall       in January

Oomoto    （Religious Community）
Nao Deguchi heard a voice of a god in 1892 saying that the god would reconstruct 
the world. Nao wrote down the words of the god, though she was an illiterate 
woman. Oomoto (religious community) was founded in Ayabe by Nao and her 
son-in-law, Onisaburo Deguch. 
Oomoto worships the supreme god which constructed this world. The leaders of 
Oomoto have been and will be always women as set by the founder’s will.
Oomoto places importance on the arts, crafts and social activities such as the 
tea ceremony, Japanese calligraphy, Tanka poem (traditional Japanese poem), 
pottery, Noh drama (traditional Japanese performing art), etc.
Aikido was founded in Oomoto by an Oomoto follower, Morihei Ueshiba. 
Oomoto was suppressed completely twice before the Second World War by the 
government under Japan’s militarism. Because the philosophy to construct an 
ideal world was regarded as a revolutionary thought by the government.
But, that suppression further 
strengthened their thought of  
“Pacifism” after the war. 
Chohsei-den Hall is one of the 
largest wooden buildings in Japan 
after the Second World War.

Miroku-den Hall        in November

Noh Drama (traditional Japanese 
performing art) at Chohsei-den Hall 
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Gunze and Gunze Museum
Gunze       was founded in 1890 by Tsurukichi Hatano. He was a Christian and a 
teacher of a school.  
He started a silk mill in Ayabe after inspecting Tomioka Silk Mill in Gunma 
Prefecture.
Gunze has contributed to the development of Ayabe by employing many workers 
and taking good care of them. Gunze put importance on education. It founded a 
girls’ high school and a hospital. 
Nowadays they found new markets in various fields, such as socks, underwear, 
plastic film, electronic parts, chemical products, etc.  
In 1987 they withdrew from the silk industry.
The headquarters of Gunze is now actually in Osaka, but the registered headquarters 
is in Ayabe even now.          
The site of the factory in the past is now used for Gunze Museum       , Ayabe 
Rose Garden     , and Ayabe Tokusankan (Ayabe Local Specialty Shop), etc. In 
the museum you can see and learn the history of silk, Gunze’s history, Gunze’s 
products and the machines used in the past.

The former headquarters of Gunze

Street trees of dogwoods are in full 
bloom in May.

Gunze Museum 
The building of Gunze Museum was used as a 
warehouse of cocoons in the past.

History of silk

17

50
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22

Mascot character of Ayabe, 
Mayupii comes from “Mayu” 
(a silk cocoon). 
Silk is made from cocoons. 

Mayupii welcomes 
you in front of Ayabe 
Tokusannkan.21
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Yamaga Castle Ruin Park
Yamaga Castle was built in the 16th century by a commander of samurai, Moritomo 
Tani. But, it was destroyed in the early Meiji period (in the 19th century) by the 
order of the government to destroy castles. And only the replica of the main gate 
was built afterwards. 
This park is located on a mountainside and many cherry trees, Japanese plum 
trees and maple trees are planted. So, the site is very beautiful in March (Japanese 
plum blossoms), April (cherry blossoms and fresh green)､ May (azaleas and fresh 
green) and November (colorful autumn leaves) . 
The site is always a scenic spot and hiking spot throughout the year.

Castle gate in April
It is used as a museum. 

Yamaga Castle Ruin Park
76 Ueno-chou Hirose-chou Ayabe,Kyoto
〒629-1256

2
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Kisaichi Maruyama Ancient Tomb
Kisaichi Maruyama Ancient Tomb is located at the riverside of the Yura River. It 
was constructed in the 5th century on a small hill as a grave of two leaders of the 
ancient powerful clan that was ruling this region. 
It has a lot of replicas of cylindrical earthenware called “Doki” arranged in three 
tiered circles.
It was discovered in 1989 while Maizuru Wakasa High Way was under construction.

Now the high way runs under the 
tomb through a tunnel.

The ancient tomb in April,Cherry trees are in full bloom.

The tomb in April and the 
replicas of Doki (earthenware)

In the Ayabe City Museum       in Sato-chou, a lot of burial items of the tomb 
including a suit of armor, iron swords, arrows, agricultural implements are 
displayed. 
The tomb commands a beautiful view of the Yura River and paddy fields. 
The view from the top of the tomb might be the same one as in ancient times.

Kisaichi Maruyama Ancient Tomb
Maruyama Kisaichi-chou Ayabe,Kyoto
〒623-0226

8
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Ayabe City Museum
21-20　Kyuta　Sato-chou Ayabe,Kyoto
〒623-0005

A suit of armor and Doki

The exhibited items vary from the 
earthenware in five thousand years 
B.C. to the glazed pottery in the Edo 
period (from the 17th to the 19th 
century). 

The Ayabe City Museum

Doki (earthenware)

Ayabe City Museum
In the Ayabe City Museum         in Sato-chou, a lot of Doki (earthenware) and burial 
items of Kisaichi Maruyana Ancient Tomb and other tombs are displayed. 
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Ayabe City Astronomical Observatory, Pao
In the neighborhood of Ayabe City Museum, there is an astronomical observatory, 
Pao        . You can observe stars through the 95-centimeter reflective telescope, 
and you can learn stars and the universe. 
You can also enjoy various kinds of events, video games, dyeing classes or other 
hand craft classes there. 

Ayabe Astronomical Observatory, Pao 
21-8　Kyuta　Sato-chou　Ayabe,Kyoto
〒623-0005

The events usually change every week. If you have young children, it is a good 
spot to visit.

Pao

A large iron meteorite and other four 
meteorites are displayed.

Paper crafts
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Onsen bathing after hiking is very 
cool. 
You can enjoy a day trip to an Onsen  
(Higaeri Onsen in Japanese). 

Wild fringed irises are in bloom 
by the forest roadside in May.

Ayabe Onsen in April 
Cherry trees are in full bloom.

The view from the forest road in May

Kohmyoji Temple in August

14

This area will heal your mind. You can stay at 
Ayabe Onsen         and enjoy the hot spring.
There are many hiking and trekking courses 
in Ayabe. But,the course from this Onsen to 
the great Japanese horse chestnut tree called 
“Oo-tochi” through Komyoji Temple is an 
ideal route for hiking.
It will take three or four hours to and from 
that tree.

Ayabe Onsen (Hot Spring) and Nioh Park
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Nioh Park has a tennis court, a ground golf 
course, a restaurant and a souvenir shop. 

It is said that the tree is about 2,000 years old 
and the largest horse chestnut tree among 
the same kind of trees in Kyoto Prefecture.

Ayabe Onsen(hot spring)
10 Zainomukai Mutsuyori-chou Ayabe,Kyoto
〒623-1131

Ayabe Onsen

The view from the open-air bath 
of the Onsen in May

Nioh Park in June

Huge Japanese horse chestnut tree, 
Oo-tochi in June

14
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Ineyama Park
Ineyama Noda-chou Ayabe,Kyoto

The panoramic view from the top in June

A stone monument of Haiku poem
Haiku is the world’s shortest form of 
poetry which consists of 17 syllables in a 
rhythm of 5,7and 5.

A stone statue of Mayupii stands on 
the top and is shouting “One World”.

A lot of stone monuments with “Tanka” poems 
and “Haiku” poems (traditional Japanese 
poems) stand along the mountain path.
Many people enjoy Tanka and Haiku in Ayabe.

53Ineyama Park
Mt.Ine is not a high mountain. It is a good course to take a walk and it takes about 
30 minutes from the foot to the top. 
The top is well maintained as a park and it commands a panoramic view of the 
town of Ayabe. 

53
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Shisuigaoka Park
Shisuigaoka Park is located on a hillside. 
It is a place of rest and relaxation for the 
citizens of Ayabe. The whole hill is covered 
with cherry trees, azaleas and maple trees, 
so the views of cherry blossoms, azaleas 
and fresh green in spring and autumn 
leaves are very beautiful.

Shisuigaoka Park
Mikata-chou Ayabe,Kyoto
〒623-0031

Playground equipment for children in March Fresh green in May

Azaleas in May

The Yura River, the Tower of Peace and 
the town of Ayabe in June from the park

25
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4)  Shops, Cafés, Restaurants, etc. 
There are many attractive shops, cafés and restaurants in downtown Ayabe and 
around the countryside. Only some are introduced here, but you can also get a 
list of restaurants and a map at Ayabe City Tourism Association in front of the JR 
Ayabe Station.

Ayabe Tokusankan is located in Ayabe Gunze Square. It sells a variety of local 
specialties and has a cafe’ which serves the highest quality green tea, “Gyokuro” 
and powdered green tea,“Matcha”.
You may find a wonderful souvenir of Ayabe here.

Ayabe Tokusankan
 (Ayabe Specialty Shop)
In1-2 Kamenashi Aono-chou Ayabe,Kyoto
〒623-0011

Cold Matcha juice and a small cake 

Mayupii welcomes you at the entrance. 

21Ayabe Tokusankan
(Ayabe Local Specialty Shop)

21
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Kyo Ayabe Hotel 
It is located on a hillside of 
Shisuigaoka. It is the largest hotel 
in Ayabe. This hotel has three 
restaurants, such as Japanese-style, 
Western-style and “Udon” (wheat 
noodles) restaurants. It also has an 
Onsen (hot spring).
From the open-air bath and the 
restaurant, you can get a panoramic 
view of the central area of Ayabe.

Open-air bath

The view from the restaurant in June

A lunch special Ayagozen

Kyo Ayabe Hotel
13 Kuratani Mikata-chou Ayabe,Kyoto
〒623-0031

Wakamiya Sake Brewery
The Wakamiya Sake (rice wine) Brewery         is the only sake brewery in Ayabe. 
This brewery was founded in 1920 and the brand name of sake of this brewery 
is Ayakomachi.

Sake brewery and Sake shop

Wakamiya Sake Brewery
4 Yakushimae Mikata-chou Ayabe,Kyoto
〒623-0031

A wide range of sakes are sold at the 
brewery including mulberry liqueur and 
unprocessed sake called “Genshu”.You 
should visit the brewery and try various 
kinds of sake if you like sake. 
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Hangetsu-an
This confectionary shop sells various kinds 
of Japanese rice crackers called “Senbei”.
You can also make your own Senbei in this 
shop.
This building was an old wealthy merchant’s 
house in the 19th century. 
The shop is very elegant and has a nostalgic 
atmosphere.

Satoyama Guest House Couture
In Ayabe, there are many “NOKA MINSHUKU” (farm stay). Couture is one of those 
NOKA MINSHUKU. Unlike others, Couture is guest house style. So, you will share 
room with others. It is a place where Japanese travelers, foreign travelers and 
local people get together and sometimes cook and eat together. 
The owner and his wife are very friendly to visitors and this guest house has 
a cozy and healing atmosphere. They can speak English and French, so half of 
visiting guests are overseas visitors. They warmly welcome travelers from all over 
the world. They can also arrange local tours.

Couchure is located in a desolate 
mountain village in Kambayashi. You 
can enjoy mountain activities and in 
summer time, have a fun in the river or 
go swimming in Fukui Prefecture which 
is only a 30-minute drive away.

Satoyama Guest house COUTURE
Shitanodan Iizumi-chou Ayabe,Kyoto
〒623-1124

Hangetsu-an
2-19 Honmachi Ayabe,Kyoto
〒623-0021
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Gallery Café Hibi 
Hibi is an art museum café. It was an 
old commoner’s house and renovated 
into a café. It displays the works of local 
artists and the works usually change 
every week.
The café has a small garden and the 
garden and the entrance passage are 
decorated with elegant plants (bush 
clovers, seasonal flowers, and so on). 

Café Chatsubo

Gallery Café Hibi 
2-82 Nishimachi Ayabe,Kyoto
〒623-0016

Café Chatsubo
3-32 Honmachi Ayabe,Kyoto
〒623-0021
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This building is an old green tea 
shop and renovated into a café. 
The inside and outside of the café 
are very elegant and they serve 
coffee, Matcha (powdered green 
tea), lunch special of Japanese 
foods and so on. This café has 
a very healing and nostalgic 
atmosphere.
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